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“Why I hate religion, but love Jesus”  YouTube Video?

   February is the great Love month, and I haven’t made time to digest everything that has gone on in January.  But others have had some spare time to send me this video.  If you haven’t seen it, it is a guy rapping his convictions.  First of all, the guy is pretty good. Not all of his rhymes work for me, but I can appreciate his talent.  But this isn’t anything new. People criticizing the church and claiming to love Jesus is a very old line.  Now, don’t get me wrong. I know the church messes up.  It’s been a long time since I have been shocked at what “church-members” do.  I have studied the history, experienced politics and personalities.  I know the church gets a lot of things wrong…BUT…

   1. The Church gets a lot of things right. Let me name a few…higher education, abolition, civil rights, child labor laws, anti-abortion, missions, prison reform and other great social movements started in the church.

   2. Jesus loves the church. After the resurrection, Jesus went to find Simon Peter. When he found Peter fishing, they had breakfast on the shore of Sea of Galilee. That’s where Jesus asked Peter if the disciple still loved Him. Each time, Peter said yes and each time Jesus told Peter to take care of His sheep. If you love Jesus the way you show it is by loving and caring for His sheep — the church. I know the sheep analogy is correct but also humbling. Why do you think Jesus calls us “sheep?” If we were stronger and smarter, He would have called us something else…like “Eagles.” His last command to Peter in the gospel of John is “Feed my sheep.” “Peter, if you love me,” Jesus said, “take care of my sheep.” It’s not enough for each one of us to have a relationship with Jesus and run off to live by ourselves. Each of us is called by Christ to be responsible to and for each other. The church is the bride of Christ. The church is the body of Christ. Enough said.

   3. The church is like a wagon train. We bump and rattle along and everyone is sure they can go faster by themselves. Then, the bad guys show up on the horizon and you sure are glad to have the other wagons circle up. That’s church. You show up week after week and you wonder if anything is happening and then…BAM…life kicks you. And your brothers and sisters show up. Someone comes by to pray with you. Someone sends a meal. Another friend calls while another one watches the kids…and there is something about the love of the church that brings us the love of Christ in ways nobody else can. Nobody makes it alone. Not on this journey we call life…it’s just too hard. Even the Lone Ranger had Tonto.

   The church is made up of flawed, pre-raptured human beings and we generate problems. Why should that surprise us? Think about it. The church is the only place in the world that opens its doors and begs for the broken, wounded, lost and confused. But if the church ceases to be a place where broken people are welcome, we cease to be the church at all. Come to think of it, we should be surprised the church gets as close as it does.  Still, for some reason, Jesus sees something in the church. He loves the church. And if you love Jesus, you’ll love the church too. Just ask Simon Peter.
   Let me close by asking you to think about the secret ingredient in the church. Claim the words from 1st Corinthians with me. “Love is patient and kind. It is not jealous or boastful. It is not arrogant or rude. Love never insists on its way.”  This is from one of the most famous chapters in the Bible. To Winston Churchill they were the greatest words ever written, and for so many people, in the church, they are so important as we claim God’s promise that, properly handled, love never ends.  

Let’s make it a great “I love Jesus”, month,        Bro. Ric
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   But now thus said the LORD that created you, O Jacob, and he that formed you, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed you, I have called you by your name; you are mine. Isaiah 43:1
   On Valentine’s Day isn’t it fun to dig through a bag of those little candy hearts? They say things like “SWEET”, “CUTE” or “HUG ME”. But what about the one that says, “YOU ARE MINE!” Isaiah 43 gives a beautiful picture of God saying those exact words to His beloved children of Israel. Even though they had wondered away from Him, He loved them. “You are mine” is what our loving Father says as He gives us the promise of His presence, His protection, and His provision through it all. 

   Come and enjoy Valentine’s dinner with us Wednesday Feb. 15th at 6pm. The youth of our church want to show their appreciation for your constant support and encouragement.   May His face shine upon you!  Chuck
Super Bowl party Feb. 5th
3 Rivers(2 Communities(1 Savior

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”    

                                                                         Col 4:2
   We have stepped into 2012 seeking God’s guidance, through 40 days of prayer, for a Spiritual Awakening among the men of First Baptist Church. God wants MEN to be the Spiritual leaders in their homes, the Church, their workplaces, and our community. He has promised to equip us, and complete, through us, HIS Kingdom work. God is at work in our Three Rivers area and He is inviting us to join Him. By “devoting yourselves to prayer” and the study of God’s Word, the Holy Spirit will show you what God intends to do through you. It is not our work...it is God working through us. Make yourself available to God. 
    Allow Him to mould you into what He intends you to be. Be obedient. Be amazed. Be “thankful” for His Love filled accomplishments.

   Join the Men of First Baptist Church Saturday, February 25th, at Noon in the Cafe’ for lunch, some UK basketball, fellowship and David Maynard will talk with us about God’s Mission Work. Come and bring another Spiritual leader with you. Be “watchful” and don’t miss what God is doing.

Serving the God of Love,
Mike Ellis, M.O.M. & Hands & Feet
Discipleship News

   Over the last several months several groups have been meeting here at the church.  One group has been involved in the study of John.  They are in chapter 10 and the other group is in the 9th week of Experiencing God.  Several have commented about how God has worked in their hearts as He has revealed Himself more through His Word.  We have also finished a five week study in Sunday School called “Taking the Next Step”.  If you are interested in learning more about practical ways to be a witness then we invite you to a 10 week study called “Witnessing Through Your Relationships”, by Jack Smith and Jennifer Dean.   This also will be taught during the Sunday School hour.   We meet in the discipleship room next door to the Pastor Ric’s office.

   Also I have had the privilege to start a new Experiencing God group at FBC Inez.  We have 13 in the group and are presently in the 4th week.  They are excited about how God is using the material in their lives and we pray that as we partner together we will all experience God in many ways.

   If you are interested in learning about small groups or would like to know how to get involved in teaching a small group we invite you to attend a Small Group workshop at FBC Louisa on Sat. the 18th of Feb.  It will be from 9am till 3-4pm.  If you are interested let Paul Leibee or I know.  
Thank you, David Maynard
	


Fannie Heck Mission Circle

   In January, the Fannie Heck Ladies Day Missions Circle began with prayer for the missionaries around the world and special prayer requests. This month’s prayer focus was on Maine where Scott Terry and his family work as church planters in the Portland area. They ask for prayer for new friendships, to open doors for gospel conversation, for God to bring together a core group of dedicated people to form a new church. Scott prays for a new meeting location and for him to present the gospel in the most effective way to reach the people and lead them to God. 

   The focal Bible verse was, "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you (Lk 6:27-28). A powerful lesson Jesus taught His disciples. 

   Thelma Hardwick led a discussion on the book, Through Gates of Splendor by Elisabeth Elliot. It tells the story of five young men (Jim Elliot, Nate Saint, Roger Youderian, Pete Fleming, and Ed McCully) who dared to make contact with a Stone Age tribe, the Waodani, deep in the Jungles of Ecuador. The goal: to establish communication with a people whose only previous response to the outside world had been to attack all strangers. The men's mission combined modern technology with innate ingenuity, sparked by a passionate determination to get the gospel to a people without Christ. These men included their wives in their plans and let them work with them. They also let their families back home pray for them.
   After prayer, they formed a plan that would cause the Aucas to convert. Nate Saint before going to the Aucas came up with a technique that would lower objects in a bucket from his plane to a person on the ground. They used the same technique with the Aucas. I believe this was one of the first seeds of change of the Aucas. After some time, they landed in the Auca territory to preach to them.

   All five of the North American men were killed Elisabeth Elliot, the wife of one of the men, and Rachel Saint, the sister of another, went to live with the Waodani. Later, Steve Saint, the son of one of the slain men moved his family from Florida to live with the same Waodani family that had killed his father. A powerful example of the lessons of Christ to love thy enemy.  Tina Jackson
YOUR TREASURER’S NOTE

Current Loan Balance: $2,045,972.99

Weekly Tithes & Offerings Needed: $11,393

   We had four 5th Sundays in 2011 and have five this year. I am excited to see how much God will bless our faithfulness in this area in 2012.

   I pray you took the 40 day “Journey to Generosity” challenge I mentioned in last month’s article. I encourage you to stay with it and see how God blesses you!

   As Valentine’s Day approaches and we concentrate on matters of the heart, what do your finances reveal about your love for God? Is He truly first in your life or is there someone or something else who takes first place financially (family, car, house, hobby)? Do you trust Him completely to take care of your financial needs or are you trying to do it yourself? Please read Matthew 6:24-34.

   “A checkbook and financial statements are theological documents, they will tell you who and what you worship.” – Brian Kluth
Your Treasurer, Debbie Ward
	FEBRUARY 2012  First Baptist Church Servant Leaders

	FEB.
	

NURSERY
	A/V  TECHS
	GREETERS
	DEACON’S ON CALL

	5TH 
	Debbie Delong, Cheryl Roe, Debbie Hanshaw, Martha Meek, Judy Bartram, Linda Mosher
	Mike & Dana Ellis
	Randy Hinkle Family
	Ellis, Mike 483-3523

Ellis, Tim  638-0216

	12TH 
	Kim Keeton, Teresa Pannell, Alicia Caudill

Anita Laney, Nancy & Bonnie Kilgore
	Randy Hinkle & Ken Hobson
	Denver Chaffin Family
	Gray , Jim 638-4751

Hanshaw, Frank 673-3085

	19TH 
	Allison Arbaugh, Christy Compton, Nikki Kirk

Stacy Pollock,Danielle Keeton, Nancy Whitaker
	Debbie Ward & Chris Wells
	Jim Gray Family
	Hinkle , Randy 686-3188

Horn, Kenny 673-4812

	26TH 
	Lindsey Branham, Amie Chicko, Lisa Ratcliffe

Natalie Wellman, Tessa Ellis, Buretta Meade
	Danny Delong & 

Andrea Cooke
	Mack Branham Family
	Jackson, Mark 638-3234

Johns, Clyde 638-9856
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FEBRUARY
“I love my church month”
2012


	 The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger for bread.~MotherTeresa
 The dying Jesus is the evidence of God's anger toward sin; but the living Jesus is the proof of God's love and forgiveness. 
	FBC MINISTRIES

Trinity Christian Academy

God’s Food Bank

Regional Jail

Cornerstone Counseling
3*2*1 Men on Mission

Radio & WWWeb
Disaster Relief

Unity Chapel @ Blaine

Hands & Feet

Next Generation Ops
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Worship with us live, 11am Sundays on WZAQ at 92.3FM

  We are also live & recorded at www.louisabaptistmedia.com 

   Delayed broadcast on WFGH 90.7FM each Sunday Afternoon @ 2:30pm

note the link to sermons on-line

First Baptist Church Web Site is:

www.louisabaptist.com

	
	
	F.Y.I.

To update your area of the church website contact David DeSario desario2@hotmail.com
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You are invited to join the Choir…Easter Cantata Practice will begin 5:30p February 12th!!!
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Evangelism Conference 2012
Porter Memorial BC, Lexington, Feb. 27-28…Come join us for a time of inspiration and worship
First Baptist Church          Address Service Requested
301 West Pike Street


Louisa, KY.  41230

Living the Great Commission-Loving the Great Commandment  Acts 1:3     JJSE    Acts 1:8 









Believing God…


From Generation to Generation
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