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“2012, a Fresh New Start!”

   Are you looking for change, a fresh start? It’s wonderful to know as we begin this New Year that God's Spirit with us, carrying First Baptist Church, leading, guiding us?  2012 can be a year in which you and I can serve God with a fresh new excitement? As we walk with Him and be obedient, we will feel the sense of His pleasure in our lives.

   Pleasure doesn't come in the pursuit of happiness, but in the pursuit of holiness. Far too many miss God's divine plan for their lives as they're bent on pursuing all the things in this world, hoping to find some sense of joy.

  As you set new goals and priorities for this year, check out where God is in your plans, in your decision-making. What's on your calendar for today, this week, this month, this year that will make any difference for the Kingdom? 

   Wouldn't you like to know that at the end of your life...not to mention the end of this day, the end of this year...you could declare, as the apostle Paul did, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith" (2 Tim4:7)?  Wouldn't you like to be assured that you could experience all the difficult situations Paul faced and say in total sincerity and truth, without one drop of egotism, Follow me, be an imitator of me, even as I am of Christ Jesus (1 Cor11:1; Phil 3:17)? What confidence!
   How can we stand with such confidence when we're wrestling with all the uncertainties of life, the struggles, all the challenges that seem to keep coming? No matter what changes are occurring with our job, family or nation, there is only one stabilizing factor upon which we can rest: our God. He is the immovable Rock. You can hide in Him.

   One thing will always remain: God. And because He is unchanging-He will always be the same and He will never leave you nor forsake you (Heb 13:5). He is always there with arms opened wide, your everlasting Father God. With this New Year, cling to the fact that He will never change.

   Are you troubled, is fear lurking in the shadows of your consciousness? Do you feel insecure about anything at all? Run to your protector, the One who stands waiting for you to come bury yourself in the security of all He is.

   The goal of Paul's life was "that I may know Him" (Philippians 3:10). What goals do you have this year? Do you make New Year's resolutions but never keep them? I pray the goal of your life will be as Paul's that "you know Him."  What's going to keep you from knowing Christ? What's keeping you from going deeper in His Word? There's so much to learn in the Word of God, and yet we want all these frivolous other things around us, instead of paying the price to spend time studying the Bible. 

   What is it that keeps you from paying the price? Is it the love of things? Is it the demand of things? Start keeping a running log for the next few days and look at how much time you're spending in the Word of God. I'm not talking about reading and having your three minutes a day. But I'm talking about getting to know the Word of God, studying it precept upon precept; Truth upon Truth. 

   What portion of your time does He have? How much television are you watching? How much time to sports are you devoting? What are you doing with your time? Stop and evaluate it, because someday, Beloved, you're going to give an account to the One that said we are to redeem the time. 

   We're not to let things control our life; rather we are to control the things in our life. We must redeem the time.  "Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil" (Eph 5:15-16).

   Let’s get on our knees and start this New Year right, asking God to show you what we need to change to spend more time with Him. He has given us a fresh new start!

Holy New Year,        Bro. Ric
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NEXT GENERATION YOUTH

What is new this New Year?

   By this time we are already tired of the best of 2011 shows and articles all over the TV and internet. Even though it is nice to look back every now and then it is great that we have so much to look forward to. Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!” Lamentations 3:22-24. Not only are we blessed with a new year but we are blessed with a new day everyday! Each new day is a gift from God where we have the wonderful opportunity to use it to bring honor and glory to God. If you are like me and have already blew off the new years resolutions don’t wait until next year because the unfailing love of the LORD never ends and his mercies begin afresh each day. Hope in Him! 

Pastor Chuck
   Thanks for all the great support from our church and the youth leaders that made it possible for us to take 50 to Winter Xtreme! It is such a blessing to be a part of a church that loves the great commission.
3 Rivers(2 Communities(1 Savior

   “I give you a new commandment: love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  Jn 13: 34-35 

   “love your neighbor as yourself”  Lev 19:18

   “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. If you do what is good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that.”  Lk 6:32-33
   “for even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve”  Mk 11:45

   “Render service with a good attitude, as to the Lord and not to men”  Eph 6:7
   Our Mission in 2012 – Love God, Love each other, Find where God is working and join Him. Praise God.

Mike Ellis, M.O.M. & Hands & Feet
We were so blessed…

At Christmas!

   The Children’s Christmas program on December 11th was absolutely powerful, thanks to the hard work of the Creative Ministry Team, the children and the young at heart.  The attendance was super and we were touched by the spiritual response, noted in the actions and attitudes of these wonderful kids.  Thanks so much for all you did!!!

   The Annual Christmas Cantata was delivered on December 18th.  Here’s an excerpt from our former choir director(Bob Chairenzelli) who was home during the Christmas season.  “I just wanted to tell you and the choir that I truly enjoyed the music sung by the choir on Sunday morning. Evan and I sat there looking at each other saying how great you folks sound.  Thank you for all of your hard work with this group of fine musicians. It was a real joy being there.”  Thanks Michelle and the entire choir for your faithful and beautiful music…we worshipped the Lord.
YOUR TREASURER’S NOTE

Current Loan Balance: $2,052,141.97
Weekly Tithes & Offerings Needed: $11,096

   We will get your 2011 giving records out to you just as soon as we can. Lord willing, it won’t take us as long as in years past because we have been comparing our giving records at the end of each quarter rather than the end of the year. As the New Year starts and we all make those New Year’s resolutions I pray you will consider not only dieting in 2012 but also tithing (a form of financial dieting) as well as a daily Bible reading. Our 2012 Budget passed and note that our weekly needs are down slightly from last year.  The Purchase Order system is helping us stay balanced within the approved budget.
   A personal challenge to each of you is to complete, a 40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life. It is a 40 day study you can do through e-mail. Simply go to www.givewithjoy.org and sign-up for your FREE 40 day “Journey to Generosity” eDevotional. Each day you will receive an e-mail which has a Biblical financial principle, 10 verses, audio teaching, a true generosity story, and a cartoon. It will take you less than 20 minutes a day and you will TRULY be blessed. 

   Be sure to budget! It is always better to know where your money is suppose to go rather than asking where it went.     Debbie Ward
	


Fannie Heck Mission Circle

   The December meeting of the Fannie Heck Ladies Day Missions Circle began with prayer for the missionaries around the world and Kentucky. The group voted to make a donation to the Lottie Moon Mission Fund.

   This month’s prayer focus was on Kentucky where Coy Webb who is a state missions leader for Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief. Please pray for the 100 newly trained disaster chaplains as they begin their service in this much needed, growing and changing ministry. 

   The focal Bible verse was "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God". Phil 4:6  Which reminds us that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us.. 

   Betty Evans shared story of a mother who emailed a prayer to her son who worked on a fishing boat. As it turns out the email arrived on his computer at the same time he had fallen overboard and was dangling in nets before being rescued by the crew. After returning home safe, he pulled up the prayer by his mother to keep him safe.

   The group had a guest speaker, David Maynard, a missionary from our church in Romania along with his wife Rody. David explained their priority in being in Romania is to teach and expose the word of God, but more importantly to empower the people there to act as missionaries in their own communities and help expose the unsaved to the Lord. 

   The students attending the Bible school are learning this skill and David has begun to mentor those that express a desire to take on a leadership role in the work of the Lord. Resources are limited and the challenges are great in Romania to attend the school. Prayer for the work they are doing to empower the women and men who work in their villages to plant churches and form WMU groups.  

Tina Jackson
	JANUARY 2012  First Baptist Church Servant Leaders

	JAN.
	

NURSERY
	A/V  TECHS
	GREETERS
	DEACON’S ON CALL

	1st 
	Lindsey Branham, Amie Chicko, Lisa Ratcliffe

Natalie Wellman, Tessa Ellis, Buretta Meade
	Danny Delong & 

Andrea Cooke
	Rick DeLong Family
	Caperton, Will 673-3049

Cecil, Joey 638-9375

	8th 
	Debbie Delong, Cheryl Roe, Debbie Hanshaw, Martha Meek, Judy Bartram, Linda Mosher
	Mike & Dana Ellis
	Tim & Jackie Cavins
	Chaffin, Denver 638-0139

Compton, Joe 638-9566

	15th 
	Kim Keeton, Teresa Pannell, Alicia Caudill

Anita Laney, Nancy & Bonnie Kilgore
	Randy Hinkle & Ken Hobson
	Rick Staniford Family
	Cooke, Gordon 673-4751

Delong, Danny 673-3895

	22nd 
	Allison Arbaugh, Christy Compton, Nikki Kirk

Stacy Pollock,Danielle Keeton, Nancy Whitaker
	Debbie Ward & Chris Wells
	Jason Keeton Family
	Delong, Rick 648-5872

DeSario, David 638-4731

	29th 
	Lindsey Branham, Amie Chicko, Lisa Ratcliffe

Natalie Wellman, Tessa Ellis, Buretta Meade
	Danny Delong & 

Andrea Cooke
	Martha Meek
	Edwards, Norman638-9107

Ellis, James 615-3970
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Happy  and Blessed 

New Year

2012


	The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them little Christs. If they are  not  doing  that, 
all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. God became Man for no other purpose. 
--C. S. Lewis
	FBC MINISTRIES

Trinity Christian Academy

God’s Food Bank

Regional Jail

Cornerstone Counseling
3*2*1 Men on Mission

Radio & WWWeb
Disaster Relief

Unity Chapel @ Blaine

Hands & Feet

Next Generation Ops
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Worship with us live, 11am Sundays on WZAQ at 92.3FM

  We are also live & recorded at www.louisabaptistmedia.com 

   Delayed broadcast on WFGH 90.7FM each Sunday Afternoon @ 2:30pm

note the link to sermons on-line

First Baptist Church Web Site is:

www.louisabaptist.com

	
	
	F.Y.I.

To update your area of the church website contact David DeSario desario2@hotmail.com
	


[image: image3.wmf]
You are invited to join the Choir…we will be singing some new songs and your voice is needed!!!
First Baptist Church          Address Service Requested
301 West Pike Street


Louisa, KY.  41230

Living the Great Commission-Loving the Great Commandment  Acts 1:3     JJSE    Acts 1:8 
�











Believing God…


From Generation to Generation








                               Thank you,  sincerely,  from  Pastor’s  Ric  &  Chuck  and 


                          all the volunteers who were blessed by your generosity


                          during this Christmas Season.   We appreciate it.  
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